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ClCdERi@AENT TAKES STEPS TO SAVE 
iS:IX HERES FROLI STAiWA’EOiJ. 
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The two principal herds of eik in the United States -T one of 

which’ia under the protection of the Biological Survey of the U. S. 

Department 0 f A@ culture -- are in danger o-f’ such serious depletion, 

due to early seve’re weather and feed shortage, that special funds 

have been sot aside for the purchase of hay for these animals whose 

home is in and near Yellowstons National Park. Department officials 

are making every possible effort to procure the needed feed despite 

the serious scarcity of hay and forage in the region. Approximately 

40 ,OCC elk roam t?tiis section of -;;he country. They are divided into 

tx.lro gro;lps, knovn as the ,northern and southern herd g respectively. 

The. lr?tter, which winters in the vicinity of Jackeqn Hole, to the 

south of Yellowstone Park, is the oiie for which the Departmant of 

Agriculture is seeking to mace provision, 

RBpOdis iaave recently heen received from Government represen- 

, 

tatives in the region of Yellowstone National Park stating that many 

‘elk are destined to starve if the’ present severe weather continues 

and if no additionaLsupplies of feed are prwided. On the winter 

elk refuge in Jackson Hole the Dspartmont has in store approximately 

1,300 tons of hay which nofiaally vould be sufficient to carry the 
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southern herd through the w$ntero E&t coid we&her and heavy snows came SC 
. 

early that there is grave danger that the animalm wi3.1 be without feed 

before many weeks ns.ve passed. Ran&men in the regicn are confronted with 

a serious condition and are reluctant to part with any of their hay. 

The northern elk herd is mder -the supervision of the ,National Park 

Service oi the Department of the ;i&rior, which is also making every ef- . I 
f,rt possible to prevent loss of these animals. 

Tfiese two i~cnis are the largest elk herds remaining in thie country, 

ihough at one time elk were to be found in large numbers as far east as the 

Blue Ridge Mountains. These animals., like the buff&o and antelope+ have 

now been reduced to a mere fraction of their former n&bera. ‘The few herds 

thdt remain besides those in the vicinity of the Yellowatone Park are rela- , 

tively small. l;oss of insay of the a‘nimals in the, larger herds m ight be ir- 

reparable, say Covcrnment officials. 
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